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Music Play

Both Meghan and Jody, early learning  
and child care educators, join Emalee’s 
music play.

Emalee watches both educators respond to 
her music making.

Through Emalee continued music play, she 
demonstrates a keen awareness of how 
responsive her educators are to her ideas. 
Meghan sings a familiar song and then asks, 
“What song?” Emalee responds with another 
familiar song. Meghan continues the music 
play by joining Emalee’s sing-along.

Curriculum Meaning Making
The following is a question—answer recap of a 
professional dialogue between educators about 
this story. 

What do you, as Emalee’s 
educators, know about her and 
her music play? How do you 
think Emalee feels about your 
engagement in her play?
Jody, a new team member, explains,  
“I’m just beginning to develop relationships  
with the children. Responding to Emalee’s music 
play was a way to foster my relationship with her. 
I hope that by engaging in her play that she feels 
that I am someone she can trust.”

Meghan knowingly recognizes that Emalee 
enjoys her interactions with adults and  
therefore responds to her efforts and initiatives. 
Meghan extends the instrument play by singing a 
familiar song with the music. She asks Emalee, 
“What song?” Emalee sings parts of familiar 
songs and Meghan sings along. In this way, 
Meghan ensures that Emalee is the leader in 
the music play. “Emalee is learning that she 
is a capable learner who can lead as well as 
contribute to our shared experiences.”

Meghan recalls Emalee’s enthusiasm when 
community musicians visited the centre recently. 
She describes how Emalee was focused on the 
music and dance the entire presentation—longer 
than the educators could have imagined.

What do you think this says 
about Emalee and her sense of 
identity and sense of belonging?
Meghan also explains, “Emalee closely  
watches us, and expects us to respond to her 
ideas in a positive way.”
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   Initiating and responding to gestural and 
visual languages Children extend ideas and 
take actions using language 

   to express thoughts, feelings, and ideas

   to make friends, share materials, structure, 
negotiate, and create imaginary worlds

Multimodal literacies

Children explore a variety of sign systems through

   becoming familiar with the sign systems of 
language and music

Multimodal meaning making through

   engaging with the symbols and practices  
of language

   engaging with the symbols and practices  
of music

Both Jody and Meghan express understanding 
that Emalee wants and appreciates their presence 
in her play. They wonder what other musical 
experiences they could create. Perhaps family 
cultural experiences could be shared with the 
group of toddlers.

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Play and Playfulness

Imagination and Creativity

Children develop dispositions for flexible and fluid 
thinking through

   expressing unique and imaginative ideas

Children invent symbols and develop systems of 
representation through

   making up their own words and musical score

   taking up and reshaping cultural experiences

Children create imaginary scenarios in which they 
explore new possibilities and take possession of 
their worlds through

   creating social spaces and shared narratives

Playful Exploration and Problem Solving

Children learn to negotiate the complexities of joint 
enterprises through

   negotiating rules of time, space, and roles

Communication and Literacies

Communication practices

Children form relationships through 
communication practices by

   recognizing and responding to human presence

   becoming attuned to rhyme, pitch, and tone

   practising and playing with sounds
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Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

How does your concept of childhood and what it 
means to be a child influence your responses to 
different identities children take on? Think about how 
Emalee invites her educators into the music making 
experience and how they extended that play by inviting 
her to contribute songs for their shared experience.

How do you provide access to materials for children? 
Emalee was able to access real musical instruments 
for this musical play. That inspires a notion in Emalee 
that her music play is real and important.

How do people and policies at your centre honour 
children’s initiatives through thoughtful planning, 
documentation, and/or responses? Think about how 
Meghan and Jody joined Emalee’s invitation.

In what ways are family contributions invited and 
honoured with/in the centre? Think about how one 
child’s initiative can be extended through materials, 
interest, time, and cultural experiences. I wonder 
what music Emalee enjoys at home. I wonder what 
community musical experiences could be experienced.

How do you support and value the worlds and 
fantasies that children create? Think about how 
Meghan extended the music play by asking Emalee 
to sing a song and how she followed Emalee’s lead by 
singing along.
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